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Becauſe Iniquity Ah abound, the Love of many ſhall. wax ll. « 
Matt. xxiv. 12. 4 

HAT diſciple of Jeſus can read theſe: words and 

refrain erying out, Dear Lord, forbid that it ſhould 

ever be thus with me! Tt is an awful truth. Jeſus fore- 


ſaw it would be ſo with the hearts of many of his people 
in every age. He therefore foretold it: and his words 


have been, now are, and ſhall be fulfilled even till he 


comes again. The love of many hall wax cold.“ Bleſſed 
be God it is rot ſo with all, ſome; yea not a few, but 


many, What many? Not mere forma] profeſlors—they 


believe not Chriſt's love to ſinngrs—they have no love 
to Chriſt therefore their love cannot wax cold. Not rot- 
ten-hearted hypocrites. Their hearts were never warmed with 
love to an unſcen Jeſus. Not mere notional profeflors, who 
have only ſome light of truth in their heads, but never felt 
the heat of love to Jeſus in their hearts. Theugh theſe may 
underſtand the doctrines of grace with clearnefs, judge of 
them with preciſion ; talk of them with fluence; and find 
fault with and condemn others, whoſe- judgment they think 
not ſo clear: though their hearts are ſweetly carried out in love 
to Jeſus; yet ſuch tall proſęſſors, Tuch gnoiti- $f this day, 
may have light enough” in their heads to make it manifeſt, 
that the truths of Jeſus have ſhined upon them; ; but they 
have no love in their hearts to influenc® their libes to his 
glory. There is an eſſential difference between the light of 
truth in the head and love to the truth in the heart. There 
may be reſemblance of Jucifer, as his name lxcem fero im- 
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ports, I bear light: fo proſeſſors may carry the light of truth 
about with them. Satan can transform himſelf into an angel 


of light, but not of love, There is as much difference be- 


tween light and love, as between the faint light of the noc- 
turnal moon and the enlivening warmth of the mid- day ſun, 
It ſeems, by ſome profeſſors, as though they lived under the 
light of the former, wichout any experience of the animating 
rays of the latter For if the moon was inceſſantly to fend 
forth its light, even in its fulneſs, yet, without the rays of the 
ſun, nothing could ever be enlivened, nothing could ever grow. 
Sc» profeſſors, like the moon, may be inereaſing in light, yet 
their hearts never be warmed. with love tg Jeſus, nor ever 
grow in love to him, nor confequently can their love wax 
cold. But the r hearts, with all their light, remain in their 


natural ſtate of frigidity. Therefore our Lord cannot mean 
++ dych. But he ſpeaks of his own real members; ſuch whoſe 


hearts have been converted to him; who have believed his 


pre ious love to them, in his eyeilaſting ſalvation of them, 


thereture from their very hearts love him. The affections 
of their ſouls haye gone out after him, and haye been ſet 
upon him; and in the fervor of their love they have joyfully 
cried out, This Jeſus is my beloved and my friend ; * he hath 
loved me, and hath given himſelf for me.. O, who that loves 
this infinitely precious and altogether loyely Jeſus, can love 
enough ? But is it probabie ? ls it poſſible that the lame of 
Jove in ſuch breaſts ſhould ever burn dim? that the aidour of 
their love ſhould grow cold? O affecting truth! it is more 
than probable, more than po ſſible; tor it has been, it now is, 
and it ever will be a real fact. L ve to Jeſus, even from many 
of his own beloved diſciples, many of his own precious 


members, /ball graw cold. 


Reader, lok arqund thee, Bceft "Sf no inſtances af 
this in the circle of thy friends? Look within thee, and ſay, 
Is the love of thine heart to Jeſus warm and ardent? Rather 
is not the warmth of thy love ſadly abated, the heat of thing 
affections greatly "IG ? Say not, © This is common to 
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© Jeaye ones firſt love: few, if any, but do this.“ Do they 


ſo? Is it therefore the leſs criminal? Is it to be leſs deplored 
becauſe general? Would itafford thee any comfort, if, in ex- 
treme indigence and poverty, thou couldſt look round thee 
and ſee a great part of the world in juſt the ſame diſtreſſing 
circumſtances as tÞy.elf? It is true, it is too common, 
when a young chriſtian diſcovers the joy of faith, and the 
warmth of love for ſome to ſay, with a kind of pity, * Poor 
thing, he is juſt in his firſt love, he will ſoon come down 
from the mount.“ Poor thing! they have much more rea- 
ſon to pity themſelves, and to look on themſelves as poor 
thungs. Verily, he whole heart is warm with love to IE- 
$US, is much richer than thoſe whoſe heads may be more 


clear, but whoſe love is grown cold to the precious Saviour. 


Though it muſt be allowed, there is a vaſt difference be- 
tween ſtarts of the paſſions or flights of the affections, and 
ſolid, ſetcled, rational love, A bridegroom is at firſt ena- 


moured with his bride, and the heat of his affections is 
ſtrongly carried out towards her perſon; but theſe violent 


kind of affections is not long lived: time wears off ſuch 
fits of ſenſitive paſſion of love. And what had its ſeat at firſt 


in the paſſions, afterwards becomes the ſolid, real diſpoſition - 


of the will. So is the love of true believers to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt Love to Jeſus ſprings from faith in him; 
and faith works by the love of him, and by love to him. But 
if faith in Jeſus grows weak, love to Jeſus grows cold. 
And when this is the caſe, who can enumerate the evils 
which are ever cqnſequent upon, and ever accompany ſuch 
a frame of foul? Alas! they are many; they are-innumera- 


ble. But let us attend tos ſome ſey/ particulars; and from 


theſe we ſhall ſee the love of any ſoul waxing cold to the al- 
together lovely and ever loving Jeſus, is not of ſo trifling a 
nature which many are too prone to think it is. But we 
ſhould never be unconcerned beeauſe gur love is waxed 
cold; For, faith the heavenly Bridegrgom, J have ſome» 
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** what againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love,” 


| Rev. ii. 4. Let us now ſee ſome of the ſigns of love 
waxing cold. 


Firſt, It is a fad ſign that love is waxed cold to Jeſus, 
when. the ſoul is content to live at a diſtance from him. 
Loying fouls know the joy of communion with Jeſus. 1 hey 
feel a nearneſs to him in the incomes of his love to them, and 


the  out-goings of their ſouls to him. I ſat under his 


« ſhadow, with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my 
<« taſte,” ſays the believing, loving ſoul of his Beloved, Cant. 
ii, 3. This implies great nearneſs. To fit under the ſhadow, 
is to experience ſenſible nearneſs to the perſon : Then ſweet 
fruit was taſted, and great delight enjoyed. But when love-is 
waxed cold, there is an indifference and unconcern of heart, 
Who cher gearneſs to Chriſt be enjoyed, and ſpiritual com- 


munion with him be kept up or not. Former ſweet fruits 


are not przed former delights are forgotten. But loving 
hearts cannot bear to be ſeparated and live at a diſtance from 
each other, unleſs love is grown cold. Where a real affec- 
nion ſubſiſts between huſband and wife, to be forced aſunder 
is death to them. But if love to each other is grown cold, 

parting is eaſy, and to live at a diſtance they can be content- 
2d, F if the ſoul, can go on from day to day, living con- 
tent at a diſtance from the Sun of righteouſneſs, and un- 
concerned whether it feels his enlivening, warming, com— 
forting rays or not; it diſcovers coolneſs of affection, and is 
a ſure ſign, that love to Jeſus is waxed cold. This is a (ad 
flight to the belt, the deareſt, the moſt loving object, O ſoul, 

that thou eveFknew. As his love is the greateſt, thy ſhame 

t to be the deepeſt. 

"WRccondly, Love is grown cold to Jeſus when there is not 
the ſame delight in hearing of his precious name and lovely 
perſon as heretofore, Our fouls are cloyed; there is nothing 
beſide this manna beforgę our eyes; * give us fleſh,” ſaid tne 
people of old. So where there is cold love to Jeſus, the 


poor ſoul cannot be ſatisfied with hearing of him alone, and 
8 that 
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that Jeſus is all in all: It wants fleſh: it is pleaſed with 
doctrines which gratify the pride, and pamper the ambition 
of the fleſh. Thus it was with the Galatians; they betu', 
in the Spirit. Jeſus was evidently ſet before their eyes as 
crucihed, They believed in him for all—they truſted him for 
all—they loved him above all—they received his apoſtle as an 
angel of God, even as Jeſus Chriſt; and if it had been 
poſſible they would have plucked out their own eyes and 
have given them to him. Such was their ardent” love 9. 
Jeſus, and to his miniſters for his fake. But they were 
bewitched; their love waxed cold to Jeſus. © Where is 


de then that bleſſedneſs you ſpeak of?“ faith the apoſtle. 


What! did you ſee, and taſte, and feel ſo muchramfort +; 
bleſſedneſs in and from the dear Lamb of God ? and ate you 
now turned away from it? Inſtead of glorying alon@in him, 
do ye want ſomewhat to glory of in the fleſh? When love to 
Jeſus ebbs, the pride-of the fleſh flows in. Not ſeeing *' 
perfection in Jeſus, and loving him for it; they wanted 
be made perfect in the fleſh. Inſtead of looking to, livin 
upon, and loving him for his perfect atonement of their fins 
perfectly juſtifying their ſouls by his everlaſting righteovſme( 
and perlectly ſaving them by his inviolable faithfulneſs; © they 
wanted to hear of their 6wn faithfulneſs to grace received; 
to be tickled with the notiohs of what they were in them- 
ſelves, how mighty good they were become: what great ad- 
vances they had made towards perfection; that ſo ſelf might be 
exalted, and the creature wear the crown; this was another 
what? Paul will not call it goſpel; it deſefves not the name; 


it flows from the pride of nature; the unbelief of the heart; 


and the love of the ſoul being waxed cold to Chriſt: but 
warmed with deſites after other objects beſide him. Warm 
love is jealous. It is ſaid, The ſtrength of natural love g- 
© ten cauſeth jealouſy without cauſe,” So if the heart is warm 
with love to Jeſus, it cannot bear 'aty other object to rival 
his glory in the affections. Souls that can take up with any 
object being exalted but Jvius alone; even ſuppoſe it to be 
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What is called holmeſs, give evidence that they do not obey the 
truth—that they are moved away from the goſpel—that they 
are fallen from grace that love to Jeſus is wa waxed cold.— If 
the ſoul can ſay, what, nothing but Chriſt? always upon 
Chriſt? 1 am ſick of hearing ſo much of the blood and 
wounds of Chriſt. Oi it is a ſad ſign, either that the heart 
never felt the ſweetneſs of love to Chriſt, or that it is ſadly 
waxed cold. Warm affection ever cauſes the beloved object 
to be heard ſpoken of with pleaſute. But if it is tireſome to 
the ear or painful to thę mind to hear ſo much of him, it 
argues, that he has not the ſupreme affection of the heart, 


but that love to him is grown cold. There is a great deal 


that i is call goſpgl-preaching in this day, but where Jeſus 
is not the alpha and omega, the firſt and the laſt, the ſum 
and fulftance, the all and in all, fouls who can ſit under it 
give evidence that love to Jeſus is waxed cold. 
Thirdly, It is a ſign that love to Jeſus is waxed cold, 

en fouls can live without daily fpeaking with Jeſus. 
Varm affection diſcovers itſelf among men by free open and 
-onſtant converſe., Loving hearts find and feel open com- 
"munication. Jeſus: hath diſcovered the fulneſs of the love of 
his heart to us in his word. Warm love to him will cauſe 


the ſubject of it to pour out his heart before him, and to tell 


him of its ſorrows. Cold love diſcovers itſelf in a ſhy dil. 
tant teſerved behaviour; it diſhonours Jeſus this way; it 
does not gloriſy him by acquainting him of hi diſtreſſes; nor 


- exalt his love and goodneſs by caſting all its cares and bur- 


dens upon him, and by praying to him to glorify his own 


almighty name and power in ſupporting the ſoul under them, 


delivering the ſoul from them, and giving it the victory over 
them. Cold love is attended with doubts and ſuſpicions, 


reſtrains prayer and is ready to cry out, What profit is it 


a to wait and call upon the Lord? I doubt whether he will 


+ 
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hear; I queſtion Whether he will anſwer; as good not to 
© ſpeak to him, nor pray to, nor call upon him at all. 


Thus is Jeſus diſhonoured, becauſe prayer is reſtrained, 
, praiſes 


— 


* 
praiſes are ſhut up; his grace is not truſted in, ry is. 
not advanced. 

Fourthly, Cold love dicovers itſelf in not ſpeaking of je- 
ſus. When the love of Jeſus is warm upon the hart, the 
name of Jeſus is uppermoſt in the thoughts, and as it were 
at the tongue's end. For what is the end of gur converſa- 
tion? Verily, „ Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever.” But if the precious name and lovely perſon 
of Jeſus has loſt its influence on the tongue, it diſcovers - 
that the ſavour and unction of him is not warm upon the 
heart, When the hearts of his loving members are warm 
with love to him, they delight to ſpeak of him“ his name 
< is as ointment poured | forth”"—it ſpreads a grateful odour | 
around—they ſpeak often of him to one another. The Lord 
hears them. He is delighted with it. He puts it down i in 
his book of remembrance. But when love is waxed cold to 
him, there is an indifference in ſpeaking of him. How com- 
mon is it to meet with chriſtiah friends, and part with them 
without ever hearing one word of our Beloved, either C. 
what he is to us, what he hath done for us, what he is ſtill a 
doing in us, and of expectations of the coming of Jeſus to 
receive us to himſelf? And do not ſuch meetings, and ſuch 
partings leave a coldneſs upon the heart? This is a diſorder 
of the epidemic kind: it is contagious: chriſtians cateh it 
one of another. When Jeſus is in company, and his name 
is dwelt on, it cauſes hearts to burn, and affections 80 glow. 
with love. With the loving-hearted thou ſnalt be warmed ; 
with cold and frozen-hearted profeſſors, cold, thou ſhaltbe 
colder ſtill, Where the name of Jeſus is not ſpoken of, and 
his ſalvation talked of from day tg day, the praiſes and the 
honours of Jeſus are not advanced. Thus he loſes ugh of 1 
his declarative glory from hearts waxed cold in loye!” 

5thly, This diſcovers itſelf by the ſoh ring up with” 
other things beſide Jeſus. When the hene is warm with the” 
love of Jeſus, the world is under ones feet - the men of the 


world we cannot chooſe for our companions the pleaſures 
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of the world we are ſick of—the honours of the world we de- 
ſpiſe—the riches of the world are ſet at nought, in compariſon 
of the unſeatchable riches of Chriſt. But where love to 
Jeſus grows cold, the love of the world preyails, we can go 
back again to our former vain companions. We can be 
pleaſed and delighted with them. We can again caſt in our 
lat, partake of their carnal pieaſures, .and enjoy their ſenſual 
delights.” We can again take up our former paſtimes a 
diverſions, and rebaptize them with the name of INNOCE!t"T, 


and ſay, * We only ule them for the relaxation of the mird, 


© and the hcalth of our bodies.” Ah! this ſhews that we 
ſoul doth not proſper, and that it is not in good health. The 
heart is not warm with love to Jeſus, No. Love is waxed 
cold, or the whole heart would be with him; the whole 
affections ſet upon him, and all its pleaſures and enjoyments 
would be made-up in him. For there is none like him —te 
RESTS IN HIs LOVE. Shame to us that we do not. And as 
to the riches of the world, it diſcovers that love is grown 
cold to Jeſus, when the heart is ſet upon them. —Riches 
increaſe - huſineſs praſpers—money comes in the profeſſor 
thrives—-he now cannot ſpare time to hear the goſpel of the 


love of Jeſus. He muſt make hay while the ſun ſhines. 


What can he do? he muſt not neglect his buſineſs: No; t 
be ſure, that would be a much greater evil than to neglect 


. his great falvation. The loſs of a cuſtomer is now of greater 


impottance than the loſs of the comfort of Jeſus's love. The 
lots of a pound in money is more felt, and cauſes more con- 
cern, than the loſs of love to Jeſus. Here is an e type 
induſtrious perſon four the world and its riches; inſtead of 
givingaal diligencets. work out his own falvation wich fear 
and trembling, he has got a ſtrong reliſh for the things of 
time and ſenſe; be has loſt the * of Jeſus, and the 


things which Sendern his everlaſting peace; the ſun of pro'- 
perity ſhines hot upon his heart, and his love to Jeſus is 


waxed cold, He can ſcarce, through the whole day, or 
from one week to another, alen himſelf one ſingle hour for 
| 4, meditation 
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meditation on the love of Chriſt reading of the ſalvation of 
Chriit—and for ſeeking communion and fellowſhip with 
Chriſt, Though love in his heart is waxed cold to Jeſus, yet 
he keeps up the profeſſion of him. But hereby ſuch pro- 
feffors ſhew that there is ſome what in Jeſus worthy their at- 
tention; though not enough to engage theig whole affec- 
tions, and to make them compleatly happy. They arg nei- 
ther quite cold, ſo as intirely to forſake him; nor quite hot, 
{o as to cleave wholly to him. Thus they pleaſe "the men of 
the world, by acting too much like them; they grieve the 
children of God, by living contrary tg the ſpirit of the gol- 
pel; and they bring much diſcredit upon the holy name by 
which they are called. 
6thly, It is an evidence that love is waxed cold to Jeſus, 
when we grow ſhy of his miniſters and his members. *Love 
covers a multitude of faults.” But where theflove of the heart 
is ſhut, the eagle's eye is open to their faults, Hence this lan- 
guage, I cannot profit by that miniſter, he is ſo wrong in 
© this thing ſo faulty in that ſo remiſs in the other, &c. Oc. 
E.“ but, alas! the fault is within. The appetite is loſt. The 
food is found fault with. It is not dreſſed well. The ſauce is 
not good, It is badly ſerved up. But all is becauſe of a vitiated 
taſte. Love to the maſter of the feaſt is wanting; therefore the 
vants are found fault with. The ear has loſt its reliſh for 
the ſweet ſound of the goſpel, and therefore the hearer thinks 
the trumpet is cracked, It was once the language of the 
heart warmed with love, O how beautiful upon the moun- 
<< tains are the feet of thoſe that bring good tidings (of Je- 
e ſus) that publiſh peace, that bring good tidings of gocd, 
that publiſh ſalvation, that ſay unto Zion, Thy God 
„ reigneth !” But now, alas, they appear in a leſs amiable, 
if not a diſagreeable light—the ear is deaf to the ſweet 
ſound—miniſters of Jeſus are forſaken—the truths of Jeſus 
are not reliſhed—his glorious falvation is e 
therefore cold love waxeth colder ſtill. . 
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Itbly, Another {ſign that love is waxed cold to Jeſus is, 
when hery anger and bot paſſions prevail over us. Warm 


* Jov&cools the paſſions, moderates anger, overcomes wrath, 


and fubdues reſentment. Warm love ſinks into deep humi- 


lity. Auger zug paſſion riſe from pride. Pride ſays, I do 
wel de l have reaſon for it. This proves the 


_ meek Lamb, lit any] but a ſmall ſhare of the affections 
of our beart. of love be abſent, our ſtubborn paſſions will 
fight for the maſtery, And, gain power over us. Many, I had 
almot ſaid innumerable, are the evils conſequent upon love to 


Jelus Weng . all add no more at preſent. Enough 


has been ſaid t ſtrike the chriſtian's mind, and to aff.& his 
bett And it he es this too true, in reſpect to himſelf, 


O whit cauſe of humbling himſelf before the Lord! what 
red to ery. mi hei to him, towincreaſe faith, and to 
engthen 1 Dad indeed to live i in ſuch a ſtate, and yet 


e and unconcerped about it. But yet, ſad as it is, it 


is got more ſ han common. O that it may pleaſe the 
Lord of de d follow. with conviction what has been ſaid 
bon this point, ap4cauſe it to, work to the quickning of 


love, and to the promoting his glory | Awful reaſon our 
K * gives, Becauſe Miguity ſhall abound, therefore the 


love of man ry ſhall cold. —And We may alſo reverſe 
tue argume Becauſe love wayeth cold, therefore doth 


_ iniquity abound *he more! 


* 
Thus wie ſee the direful effects both of iniquity upon the 
Jove of ts heart, ang alſo the love of the heart being waxed 


Cold, in the abounding of iniquity. Though theſe words of 
our Lord may peculiarly refer to ſome, particular period of 


time reſpecting the Rate f his church, yet this has been; 
caſe, Pore £ or leſs, with Profeſſors 1 in 


the bed of iniquity cauſeth 
love t Wan cold. We may underſtand by- iniquity, 
rſt, The orginal corruption of the heart. And ſecondly, 
Its being bro ought forth into practice in the life. As to thy 
firſt, thus David peaks, FRO I was ſhapen i in iniquity.” 


P alm 
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Pſalm li. 5. So our Lord declares, as to the ſecond .* De- 
« part from me, ye who work iniquity,” Mit, wii 33 All 
men are the ſubjects of the firſt, which is originalſgoriniquity. 
But when the love of Chriſt conſtraineth thedbuls of: his 
people, they then ſubdue it, ſo as net to , 
that is, with the deliberate choice of hunt 
determined purpoſe of the will, nogthe lewlem Ipoſition of. 
the affectons. But where-ever iniquity abounde HE has an 
awſul effect upon love; it Juen ck its Mag $A FaUEth | ic 
to wax cold. 
Look at the mere profeſfing world of te who lie 1 in | 
wickedneſs, and over whom iniquity abourlds in 1ts power, 
Though it cannot be ſaid indeed of ti tllattheir love tu 
God, Chriſt, his truths, his glory, Rlrationis 
waxed cold, becauſe they never had anylenltheir hearts 
to one or the other ; «ſtill it may trulybe the love of. 
iniquity keeps them from thinking of thelave af Jeſus, a 
cauſeth them to live without any Tore  Anditi, 
through the abounging of iniquity*igy the world, that even 
real chriſtians are apt to catch the ſpitit and temper ofthe 
world; and hence it is that their love waxeth cold. There 
fore it is out of pure love to the Life, peace, comfort, and joy 
of our ſouls, that our Lord commanq dear chilgren, 2 Cor. 
vi. 17. Wherefore come ont fen eie ther,” even 
from the idolators of this world, the men who are ſeeking al! 
their comforts, and finding all their pleaſures, in and from 
ſome other objects than from the living and true God — the 
God of love, manifeſted in Chriſt Jelus and be ye 
c ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, that is, have no tellowthip Wi 
them in their unfruitful works of ee, in their vail 
paſtimes—their carnal myth and ſenſual jo/liry—their card 
tables—their aſſemblies—their play-hgyſe, diverſions,” &e, 
© 'T ouch not the unclean thing.” Wha oever is not of faith, 
and cannot be complied with in love to Jeſu , and with an aim 
to the glory of God, it is unclean to you it Is iniquity to 
you—you cannot pray the Lord to bleſs, your engaging in 
it, nor expect his bleſſing upon it, therefore touch it not 
| aſſociate 
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5 aſſociate not yourſelves with ſuch as do—-for verily theſe 
things win ” cauſe your love to wax cold to your Lord. 
"Whatfoever is contrary to love, will abate the fervour 
ot loves” But at ye be ſeparate from iniquity, and keep 
yourſelves the profane, then will they caſt out 
d your perſons as hateful. But, 
{amh the Lord, mind got that, I wil! receive youll will 
own you under the nearelt and deareſt relation, for I will 
ee e e ene e dee, and ye ſhall be my ſons and 
e dauphters arte Lord Almighty.” That is, I will 
bleſs you with connor table knowledge, and jcyiul aflurance 
of this in your ewnhearts-and conſciences. You ſhall enjoy 
the ſenſe of a dear Father's love, and a precious Saviour's love 
ſhed abroad infyourtearts, by the Holy Ghoſt given unto 
you. de ee e pal be kept warm and ardent to me. 
_ Fherefore, de apoſtle, Loet every one that nameth 
-—— the namezorEhroſt depars from all iniquity.” He is 
Jung ſo toda, bythe immutable law of faith—by the power- 
ful conſtraints of Thrit's loye—by the unalter able charter 
of the covenant of grace yy the animating proſpect of 
hope—by the-regard&he has for the glory of his Lord—and 


| +. by the concerns he has fot the comfort and peace of his owa 


ſoul. But if anyone does not thus act, as ſurcly, as a man 
feels a chill upen his body, by plunging himſelf into cold 
water, ſo truly will the. abounding of iniquity, in any 
reſpect, either in heart, lip, or life, cauſe a damp upon tlie 
love of the ſoul. 

Did chriſtiaus but duly 2 that chey are the ſubjects of 
original lin, and that the ſecds of all manner of. iniquity are 
in their nature; inc hat it is the grand policy of the arch 
fend, ever to be ſo conttiving and exactly ſuiting his bates 
and allurements to gur in ward corruptions ſo as that they may 
draw out the ſeeds ofiniquity, into life and action, whereby 
they provoke their Lord, diſturb their own peace—wound 
their own foul—pierce themſelves through with many ſor- 

rows, and damp the love and zeal of their affections to their 


Lord, ſurely they would be more upon their watch and 
guard, 
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guard, as knowing the devices of ſatan. For O, a liſtleſs, 
thoughtleſs, unconcernedneſs of mind, to the firſt approach: 
of iniquity, paves the way for its abounding; and when it 
abounds, either in the ſpirit, or temper of our mind, or in 
the outward courſe of ones walk, it cauſes love to wax cold, 
and it makes manifeſt that love is waxed cold. Let us attend 
to this in the following inſtance, | | 
Demas, was once a gay and flouriſhing profeſſor—his love . 
ſeemed very ardent—his zeal burnt very brightthe love 
of Jeſus was warm on his heart, and the "world" ſeemed to 
be under his feet. Time and temptation has'cauſed an awful 
change. Demas gradually fell more and more. into the com- 
pany of the men who know not God? Here iniquity 
ſhewed its head, he ſaw no evil in this. Here firſt iniquity 
ſtrengthened itſelf, —He learned their maxims and their 
language. Here iniquity abounded, Heretofore this word 
was preſſed with power and influence on his mind, “ Seek ye 
* firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, ang 
other things ſhall be added.” But now his language is, Is 
© it not my duty to get riches if I can, His eye is diverted 
from the ardency of his former purſuit, and adverts with 
intenſe application to the riches of this world, The 
of the world has got the aſcendeney in his heart. Love 
to Chriſt is waxed cold. Talk to Demas of the love ok 
Chriſt, your words recoil, and you Will obtain a look 
of indifference and an air of unconcern. Why? Truly 
becauſe no man can both love God and the world: the 
one will always give way to the other; zs the one riſes, the 
other ſinks in affection; as love to the one increaſes, love to 
the other abates, So true is chat Wong veriſtied in Dem 
* If any man love the world, the Jove of the Father is hot 
« in him.“ 1 Jobn ii. 15. Hencemiquity abounds— Demos 
is an awful inſtance of it. He forſakes the apoſtles bleſſed 
doctrine—be has loſt love to the apoſtles precious object 
Jeſus—he has found another object in Which he deliphts— 
his heart is ſet upon it—his aff-ctions go out after the world 
and 
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power to ſome heart—ye who are ſo intent upon profit and 


* 


riches, hear it What ſhall it profit a man, if he gain the 
«whole world and loſe his own ſoul ?”j Or what will a man 


give in exchange for his ſoul ? O terrible exchange! Love 


' "to Jeſus bartared for the dove of the world! 9 may chriſtians 
..._ - cenhider theſe things and Jay them to heart, ſo as to wreſtle 


with 28 * for W. oO of his, ace and power 
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| pry „ riohes thelcol. Let us 1. this one word with the 
© Demad's of this age—and an awful word it i>—it was ſpoken. 
by: the Judge of all cſh—O chat it may be ſet home with his 
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